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March 15, 2008
RE: Medicaid Tamper-Resistant Prescription Information

Dear Provider and Pharmacist:

In response to the amendment in Section 7002(b) - U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act, the State of Maine has put into place a tool to assist you during this change. The tool is a web site; http://mainecarepdl.org/index.pl/home/tamper-resistant-prescription-pads this site contains mailings that have been sent out to providers to ensure their compliance with the new requirements of the act, information about the law and links to vendors that supply tamper resistant prescription pads.

We have also put into place an audit procedure. Starting April 7, 2008, the Pharmacy Help Desk will be contacting pharmacy’s and asking for copies of ten random prescriptions, if the script is compliant then further information will not be needed. However, if the pharmacy helpdesk determines the script is not compliant then additional information or contact may be needed. Prescriptions found non-compliant are subject to reversal.
Exceptions to section 1972(k) (2) are provided in section 1972(k) (3) of the act. These exceptions include drugs provided in nursing facilities, intermediate care facilities for the mentally retarded, and other specified institutional and clinical settings. The tamper-resistant pad requirement does not apply to refills of written prescriptions presented at a pharmacy before April 1, 2008. It does not apply to e-prescriptions, faxed prescriptions, or prescriptions communicated to the pharmacy by telephone.

To be considered tamper resistant on April 1, 2008, a prescription pad must contain at least one of the following three characteristics:

1. one or more industry-recognized features designed to prevent unauthorized copying of completed or blank prescription form;

2. one or more industry-recognized features designed to prevent the erasure or modification of information written on the prescription by the prescriber;

3. one or more industry-recognized features designed to prevent the use of counterfeit prescription forms.

By October 1, 2008, a prescription pad must contain all three to be considered tamper resistant. Please refer to www.mainecarepdl.org for more information on Tamper resistant pads and vendors that supply the pads.
Effective May 23, 2008, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) requires all prescriptions to contain the National Provider Identifier (NPI) number of the prescriber. It is suggested that a space for or a preprinted NPI be part of the design for any prescription forms ordered.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact the Pharmacy Help Desk at 1-888-420-9711 or Jennifer Cook at 207-287-2705 and email Jennifer.Cook@Maine.gov.
Sincerely;
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Bruce McClenahan,

Pharmacy Unit Manager

cc: Brenda McCormick

     Jude Walsh

     Jennifer Cook

Caring. Responsive. Well-Managed. We are DHHS.
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