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	To:
	MaineCare Providers

	From:   
	Jennifer Palow, Pharmacy Division Director

	Date:
	9/6/2011

	Re:
	Acetaminophen Limits


Dear MaineCare Provider


MaineCare in conjunction with the Drug Utilization Review Committee has reviewed MaineCare claims specifically focusing on acetaminophen doses in combination pain relief products currently available through the MaineCare drug benefit.  In it’s review of the claims it is apparent that MaineCare recipients receive total acetaminophen daily doses far exceeding safe levels recommended in current literature. Many of these members are not being tested for changes in liver function and potentially leave the members at risk for severe liver damage. In recent FDA safety communications, the FDA is asking drug manufacturers to limit the strength of acetaminophen in prescription drug products to 325mg per tablet, capsule or other dosage unit making these products safer for patients. In addition, a Boxed Warning highlighting the the potential for severe liver injury is being added to the label of all prescription drug products that contain acetaminophen.  
Effective 10/7/2011, MaineCare will begin to implement dosing limits on many of the common preferred acetaminophen combination analgesics to limit acetaminophen doses to 4 grams or less. While this is a stepped approach, these initial selections constitute the majority of drugs responsible for exceeding the recommended daily 4 gram acetaminophen limit. Prescription claims submitted for total daily dosages exceeding 4 grams of acetaminophen will require prior authorization.
	Drug Combination
	Acetaminophen dose
	Quantity Limits/Day

	Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen Tab 
	325 MG
	12

	Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen Tab
	500 MG
	8

	Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen Tab
	650 MG
	6

	Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen Tab
	750 MG
	5

	Oxycodone/Acetaminophen Tab
	325 MG
	12

	Oxycodone/Acetaminophen Tab/Cap
	500 MG
	8

	Oxycodone/Acetaminophen Tab
	650 MG
	6


If you have any questions you may contact Goold Health Systems at 1-888-420-9711
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