 To:  Pharmacy Providers       
From:  Bruce McClenahan, Pharmacy Unit Manager



          Date:  July 2, 2007
Re:   Four Brand Limit information

Dear MaineCare Provider,

On July 1, 2007, legislation became effective that limits MaineCare members to 4 brand name medications, unless documented to be medically necessary via the prior authorization process.  Anti-retroviral medications for HIV, cancer medications, and atypical antipsychotic medications are exempt from the four brand limit.


In the next few weeks physicians will be receiving letters from MaineCare identifying MaineCare members in their practice that have been identified as exceeding the 4 Brand Limit and the list below of commonly used drug categories and the generic medixcations available to those categories.
At the end of each month, this analysis will be re-run and the physician will be notified if the member continues to have 5 or more brand name medications. If the analysis does not reveal a generic substitution for one or more of the brand name drugs, the member’s brand name medications will become subject to prior authorization.  As a Pharmacy Provider, in early August, you will begin to see rejections at store level requiring a prior authorization.   You may want to contact the physician if you believe this to be a 4 Brand Limit prior authorization, or if you have questions regarding this notice please call the Prior Authorization Help Desk at 1-888-445-0497. 

The following are just a few examples of categories where cost-effective generics/OTC medications are underutilized.

	PDL Category
	Preferred generic medications available

	Proton pump inhibitors
	OTC Prilosec, omeprazole

	H2 blockers
	Ranitidine, famotidine

	Statins
	Lovastatin, pravastatin, simvastatin

	Sedative/Hypnotics
	Trazodone, zolpidem, mirtazapine

	Long acting narcotics
	MS ER, methadone

	Calcium channel blockers
	Diltiazem ER, nifedipine ER, verapamil ER
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